MINUTES of the School Council meeting held on 20th November in the Art Dept.

1 PRESENT

T McMaster (chair); H Sell (minutes); I McLaren, M Bailey, R Barr;         Josh Mac Donald; J Tetlow; R Robb; L Mc Master; S Harwood; A Wedge;      D McEachern; Julie MacDonald; Z Tomalin; J Hutchison.
2 APOLOGIES

An apology was received from Archie McNicol.

3 PRAISE BOOKETS

It was reported that the Praise Booklet folders were ripping and some people were forgetting to take them to class. The Representatives for s1/s2 liked the idea of them and thought that the positive praise seemed to improve the behaviour of pupils in class.
An interim award whereby pupils received a prize at the end of each term for achieving an agreed number of stamps was suggested. S1/S2 pupils suggested an event or trip should be held for those completing an agreed number of booklets throughout the year.

4 LOCKERS

Pupils reported that the lockers are well used but it was noted that sometimes there was a restricted use of lockers due to groups of pupils hanging around in front of them.

It was suggested by the staff that there seemed to be, at times, a lack of use of lockers usually at lunchtimes. It was agreed that the corridors are tidier than the last school and that this was to be continued as soon there will be visually impaired pupils and a wheelchair user also. 

The problem of misplaced keys was also raised. It was agreed that this was a big problem for the office, especially in the mornings, when pupils would come and ask to borrow keys because they had forgotten or misplaced them. It was suggested that in future pupils may have to pay a deposit to attain a key at the start of the school year or term. It was hoped that this could prove to be an incentive not to lose the key. 

It was suggested that pupils who left their bags in the corridor could face some sort of sanction, for example, their bag being uplifted and their name being noted down.  Regular offenders might receive lunchtime detention.   

5 LITTER

Pupils and staff agreed that there is a definite lack of bins in and around the school. It was also felt that there was too mach litter on the astroturf pitch.
Suggestions such as recycling bins and bins on hanging from the wall were put forward. It was decided that the School Council should make a recommendation to Mite (The facility managers) by suggesting particular products that will resolve the issues surrounding litter.

6 LUNCH QUEUES 

It was suggested that the old rota system might be put back in place whereby year groups are organised in the queue and rotated weekly. An idea was put forward that pupils should be queued up by utilising more of the space in the adjacent canteen seating area and in the corridor. A suggestion was made to put up labels or signs on the wall to indicate different year group queues. 

 Others felt that the present system was better if the main queue was held back for a short time to allow staff and seniors to be served. The staff discussed rearranging the supervision rota to enable them to be at the canteen a few minutes before the bell rang for lunch to enable them to organise the queue more effectively.

Opinion was divided, but S1 – S4 have the greatest issue with the lunch queue. 

It was agreed that prefects should still receive the privilege of being first in the queue. However it was suggested that S6/S6 non-prefects should perhaps not have the privilege of going to the front of the lunch queue.

7 House Activities

It was agreed that House Points should be put on display in a more visible place, for example on the TV screens situated in the canteen area. 

More inter-house sports such as rugby and badminton as well as lunchtime activities such as a quizzes, dominos and darts were suggested. Creating a ‘league’ competition between houses would increase awareness and attendance for inter-house activities. 

Activities should be held as often as possible – every month and at the end of every term for example. 

Staff in Shuraig are currently organising a ‘Shuraig Challenge Cup’. This includes games which all Houses have the chance to get involved with such as ‘Corridor Skittles’ and ‘Tiddlywinks’. This is still in the early stages and would require pupils (House Captains?) to work with Shuraig Staff later on to help develop the project.
8 PRELIMS 

It was suggested that timetables were distributed too late. Pupils should however be aware of what had to be revised and that the exams were over an 8 day period.  The timetable has been on the website for over a week already.

9 BUS PICK-UPS

There is a problem with pupils getting soaked whilst waiting for the bus at the start of the school day. The problem seems to be most prominent for pupils catching the bus at the Co-op stop in the morning as they do not have a designated bus shelter. It was suggested that the pick-up place should be moved as it seems there is no space for a bus shelter in the current position. However, this situation seems out of the schools control as the council are in charge of distributing bus shelters around the island. It was also said that pupils should be wearing more appropriate clothing.
The After-school buses are sometimes driving straight past the school and forgetting to pick pupils up after extra-curricula activities.

There is also a problem with car traffic after school around the buses. It was suggested that no car traffic should be allowed past the buses when loading and off-loading pupils. 

9 AOCB

The school bike rack is due to be assembled after the portacabins have been moved.

Pupils asked for more water coolers. 

