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07 September 2010
Dear Ms Kirk
I write to you on behalf of the Parent Council of Arran High School to express our extreme concern with regard to the ongoing poor education within specific areas of Social Studies at Arran High School.   This has been evidenced for a second year with the very poor attainments of pupils who were presented for History and Modern Studies qualifications.
Last year our pre appeal results were that 8 pupils sat and failed higher History while this year 5 candidates were presented for higher modern studies with all five candidates failing, and 8 for higher history with 6 failing.

The Parent Council do understand that there are issues with some elements of staffing within this subject and have supported our head master in his attempts to  both investigate and improve this situation.   We further understand that actions plans are in place to address the issue however, as this second diet of examination results indicate a picture (nearly) as poor as last years the Parent Council feel we are failing children who wish to study the above topics by presenting them insufficiently prepared for their examinations.

I am sure you would be the last person to whom I would need to indicate the importance of these results in supporting our children to make life changing decisions.   Close discussions with pupils last year indicated that they had indeed not been taught appropriate information and had been misdirected in educational research.  The stress children are being placed under in attempting to study subjects where there appears to be a high chance of failing is unacceptable. 

The Parent Council would appreciate the opportunity of discussing this situation with you and would like to know what measures North Ayrshire Council Department of Education will put in place to ensure children are appropriately taught, support and presented for next year’s examinations in these topics.
Our next meeting is on September 27th and I would appreciate the opportunity of feeding back your comments at this meeting if you will be unable to attend in person.

Yours sincerely
Alan Stout
Chairperson
Cc Mary Docherty, Head of Education
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