[image: image1.png]



Parent Council
Annual General Meeting

September 13, 2010

Chairman’s Report

The Arran High School Parent Council has now been in place since 2007.  The Parent Council is formed from members of the Parent Forum which comprises all parents and carers of children who attend Arran High School.

The purpose of the parent council is to

· Promote partnership between the school, its pupils and their parents and the wider community
· Develop and engage in activities which support the education and welfare of pupils
· Identify and represent the views of parents on the education provided by the school and other matters affecting the education and welfare of pupils.
· Be involved in the recruitment process for appointing the Head Teacher and Depute Head Teacher of the school.
At the Annual General Meeting, a council for the year 2010/2011 will be formed.   If you are interested in joining the Parent Council to assist us or keen to find out what we do please come along to this meeting.   

The parent membership will be a minimum of 3 parents, each from a different family unit and maximum of 12 parents of children currently attending the school.   The Head Teacher or elected member of North Ayrshire Council with responsibility for education has a right to attend and speak at meetings of the Parent Council or Parent Forum.   The Head Teacher or a depute attends all meetings.
During the year 2009/2010 the Parent Council has been involved in a number of issues.

Parental Issues

Parents may wish to use the Parent Council as a conduit to members of the senior educational establishment especially where they feel the ‘normal’ lines of communication are not working effectively.

A variety of issues have been raised, by parents either contacting council members or attending one of the meetings and being given the opportunity to speak.   Where possible, issues are addressed at the time.   The Parent Council have also referred matters to the school, education department and North Ayrshire Council. 
It is important that parents/carers understand that the Parent Council may not achieve the desired outcome parents wish for, but all members are dedicated to helping children, parents and school staff to achieve the best outcomes for children.

Quality 

The Parent Council supports the teaching staff of Arran High in the delivery of high quality education.   

The Parent Council has actively sought resolution to areas where it has become evident that education delivery is not supporting pupils in achieving their desired examination results.  Intense discussions have taken place with the head teacher and further communication with North Ayrshire Council Director for Education and Skills and the Director with responsibility for education and parental involvement.   These discussions are ongoing.

The Parent Council has acted in support of Mr Auld in attempting to secure appropriate teachers of both music and guidance.

One means of ensuring we attract and retain high quality teachers is to assist them in securing accommodation.   When North Ayrshire Council to sell ‘school attached houses’ the Parent Council wrote to both the education department and various North Ayrshire Councillors in an attempt to improve the condition of school houses and halt the sale of housing stock.   To date this has been partly successful with a decision taken to keep some of the houses, and we received an assurance from the chair of the Education Committee that work will be undertaken to ensure suitable, affordable housing remains available for teaching staff.
The Parent Council has been used as a sounding board for various school policies such as the homework policy, school uniform policy and emerging ‘challenging high achievers’ work.   We were given presentations from Mary Docherty (Head of Education) and Mr Auld about the ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ that S1 pupils will follow from August.
Transport

The transport and road infrastructure is vital to all on Arran, not least the children who are travelling on lengthy journeys to and from school.

During the recent closure of the B880 String Road, the Parent Council was actively involved in communication with NAC Roads Department regarding accessibility and alternative means of transport.   This lengthy process did not result in a change of circumstance however the Parent Council will continue with these discussions in the event of similar events occurring in the future.   The Parent Council have also received reassurance from the Director of Roads and Infrastructure that there will be improvements to communication with the Council should further major work be necessary.

Web Site

The Parent Council is supportive of the Arran High School web site, which can be found at www.arran.n-ayrshire.sch.uk.   Information for both parents and pupils can be found on the site including minutes and information posted from the Parent Council.   For those with home computers, the web site is a good means of sourcing information and comments can also be posted to the Parent Council using this means.  Our aim is to make the web site as user friendly as possible and would be keen to hear from parents who may have suggestions or points to make.  For those who do not have access to the Internet, copies of minutes are available from the school office.
Fund Raising

Money obtained through fund raising by the Parent Council is used exclusively for the benefit of Aran High School and its pupils.   To date we have been successful in the donation of money to various departments for the purchase of non-mainstream equipment and activities such as the ‘Comenius Group’, ‘ASDAN’, ‘F1 Challenge’, ‘Promoting Positive Behaviour’ and for the purchase of water bottles for pupils to assist with their maintenance of a healthy life style.
Purchase of name plaques by former pupils who attend the ‘old’ Arran High School is still available from the school office.
Two easily used ongoing methods of fundraising are the 50:50 club (forms available from the school office or on the school web site) and the search engine ‘Easy Fundraising’ (www.easyfundraising.org.uk/good-causes/arranhspc/ )   Information for both can be found in the Parent Council section of the web site.

Notice is hereby given that amendments to the current Parent Council Constitution (2008) have been tabled and can be viewed at the school office or on the web site.

As chairperson of the Arran High School Parent Council I would like to thank everyone who has contacted the Council, and everyone working within and along with the council for their hard work over the past year.

Parents and carers are invited to attend the Annual General Meeting taking place at the High School on September 13 and 7.30pm.   A copy of the agenda is attached.   
I would be grateful if you would complete the attached tear off slip and return to the school office ASAP if you will be attending to allow us to ensure adequate accommodation and catering.

Alan Stout
Chair
(
Parent Council AGM

September 13, 2010

Name of pupil..............................................................

I / We will be attending the AGM at 7.30 pm on Monday September 13 at 7.30pm.

Number attending....................................

Name.......................................................    Date.................................................
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Arran High School Parent Council

Annual General Meeting

September 13, 2010 at 7.30pm

AGENDA

1. Welcome and introduction

2. Apologies

3. Minutes from previous Annual General Meeting (September 14, 2009)
4. Chairman’s report
5. Treasurers report – approval of accounts

6. Appointment of auditor

7. Amendment of Constitution
8. Selection / appointment of council members for period 2010 / 2011

agm report & agenda 2010

